
 

 

BUDGET 101 
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A city budget is in many ways similar to how a household manages its 
finances. You have to make sure you set aside money to cover your 
current expenses, such as groceries and mortgage or rent, while at the 
same time you are investing for the future, such as saving for your 
child’s college tuition and building up your retirement savings.  

There are, however, a few key differences between your budget and a 
city budget. In a city’s budget, the revenues are collected from a variety 
of taxes, grants, and service fees, but a number of the revenue sources 
can only be used to pay for certain activities or services. For example, 
Storm Drainage Fees and Charges can only pay for storm drainage 
system maintenance. This revenue source cannot pay for police officers 
or recreation programs.  

The budget is a policy guide, financial plan, 
operations guide, and communications tool. 

The budget sets aside funds to support services that protect and enhance 
the quality of life for Burien residents. Services include: police, courts, city 
planning, maintaining and improving public streets and facilities, etc. 

The City’s financial health must also be protected through wise 
management and savings. Just like your savings account, the City is placing 
enough in reserves (savings) to weather future economic downturns and to 
repair and replace City assets. Sufficient reserve balances signals to credit 
rating agencies that we are fiscally responsible, which may lead to an 
improved credit rating. This helps the City receive a lower interest rate for 
future debt financing.  

BUDGET PROCESS 

The City’s budget process is a collaborative effort between the City Council, 
City staff, and the public. It is guided by the current strategic plan, public 
feedback, and adopted financial policies.  

City staff prepares the preliminary budget based on feedback from the 
biannual community survey, their departments’ needs, and the use of 
services. For example, the police chief may present the number of service 
calls or the Public Works director may present information about future 
projects. The preliminary budget includes the final estimates of revenues 
and expenditures, and is presented to Council in early October. Public 
hearings and Council discussions are held and the final budget is typically 
adopted in early December. By state law, the Council is required to adopt 
the budget by December 31.  

The community is encouraged make public comments at community 
meetings and public hearings on the budget. 

 
CURRENT FINANCIAL 
HEALTH 

Because staff have made efforts to 
control expenses and improve 
efficiency, the City of Burien is in good 
financial health.  

However, in 2020 the City is losing the 
sales tax annexation credit (the 
additional sales tax revenue provided 
by Washington State when Burien 
annexed North Highline). The cost of 
services is also rising faster than the 
growth in revenues.  

Even though property values continue 
to rise, the City’s total tax collection 
can only grow by 1 percent each year, 
while the cost of services is currently 
increasing more than 1 percent each 
year due to inflation. 

This combination of factors will lead to 
a financial structural imbalance in 
2020 and beyond. The 2019-20 budget 
will need to start to address the issue 
of costs exceeding revenues. 

For more information:  
burienwa.gov/budget 


